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From My Iris Garden  

 
Happy New Year to everyone! 
 
Hasn’t Mother Nature played 
a nasty trick on us; teasing us 

with a lovely blanket of natural snow mulch pre-
Christmas then sending the rains and winds 
afterwards to take it away?  All I can say is; it must 
be Ontario!  However, if you haven’t already 
mulched your gardens, now is a good time to do it, 
as outlined in our ‘You Asked’ column. 
 
Las Vegas was Las Vegas.  We never got outside 
the hotel, which I understand is not uncommon in 
this town that never sleeps.  However the meeting 
was productive.  Terry and I are now fully 
accredited Garden/Exhibition judges of the 
American Iris Society (AIS).  We hope to make our 
gardens available to those interested in Judges’ 
Training (JT).  JT is a great way to learn about 
irises even if you aren’t interested in becoming a 
judge.  See ‘Learn How to Pick a First Rate Iris’. 
 
Our planning meeting was held in a restaurant in 
Port Perry which is allegedly haunted.  Fortunately, 
or perhaps unfortunately, we didn’t have any 
paranormal experiences…instead the Board 
planned an eventful iris season for our members.  
Events will be detailed in upcoming newsletters. 
 
In this edition we’ve provided a review on a new iris 
book...maybe something to ‘cozy up’ with while 
you’re waiting for spring! 
 
And, as we start to gear up for the 2009 iris season 
we ask our members to consider opening their 
gardens.  Remember your gardens don’t have to be 
perfect to be appreciated.  If you are interested 
please supply the details to the editor by February 
1st for publication in the March/April edition of The 
Iris Standard.  Details include name of garden 
owner, dates, times, location, plus whether or not 
you prefer a phone call or email ahead of time. 
 
We hope you are looking forward to the 2009 iris 
season.  I know I am.          Kate 
 

 
President’s Message  

 
Happy New Year.  I hope you all had an enjoyable 
holiday season. 
 
At our November meeting plans were made for 
2009 events.  We will be having our usual open 
gardens, June iris show and August rhizome 
auction at the TBG.  Plus we hope to attend a few 
of the Spring Garden shows in the area. 
 
The Board also passed a motion that TORIS would 
make a $500 donation to the 2011 AIS National 
Convention fund.  This Convention is being hosted 
by the BC Iris Society (BCIS), and will be held in 
Victoria.  As the only AIS affiliate in Canada we 
agreed it is important to support BCIS and this 
event.  The following thank-you letter was received, 
 
On behalf of the BC Iris Society, I would like to 
thank the members of TORIS for their most 
generous contribution towards the 2011 American 
Iris Society National Convention in Victoria. We 
know the amount of effort that is required to 
generate funds within a group so this support is 
especially appreciated. 
 
We look forward to having as many TORIS 
members as possible come to Victoria in 2011. It 
will be great to meet you and share our love of 
irises. 
 
Sincerely and thanks again 
Ted Baker, President 
 
This will be the third time an AIS National 
Convention has been held in Canada.  The first, in 
1931, was to be held at the Central Experimental 
Farm in Ottawa.  However, an unusual heat wave 
brought the iris blooms on two weeks early, and the 
Convention was cancelled.  It wasn’t until 1955 that 
a second, successful, attempt was made to hold a 
Convention in Hamilton. 
 
I hope you will consider attending.  More details 
can be found on the AIS Region 16 website at 
www.aci.on.ca/~kbrewitt/AIS_Region_16.      Terry 
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Upcoming Events  
(** indicates events  
attended by TORIS.)  

 
Get the Jump on Spring** 

Saturday, February 21, 2009 - 10 am to 4 pm  
Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Ave. E. 
(at Leslie Street), Toronto.  Admission is free! 

Join the TBG’s annual horticultural open house.  
This event showcases horticultural societies, 
garden clubs, environmental organizations, and 
nurseries from all over Ontario.  Throughout the 
day there will also be informative seminars of 
current interest to the gardening community. 
For details see www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca or 
call 416-397-1340 
 
In Brief – Mark your calendars now so you don’t 
miss these exciting events.  Details to follow in 
upcoming editions of The Iris Standard. 
 
May 18 th – President’s Open Garden in Aurora.   
May 24 th – ‘On Russell’ MDB/SDB Iris Showing in 
Lindsay. 
June 7 th – TORIS Iris Show at the TBG.   
TBD – ‘On Russell’ Dykes Medal and TB Collection 
Showing in Lindsay. 
June 14 th – President’s TB Open Garden in Aurora. 
 
  

22000099  AAIISS  NNaatt iioonnaall   CCoonnvveenntt iioonn  
 
May 11 - 16 in Kansas City, MO. hosted by the 
Greater Kansas City Iris Society (GKCIS), affiliate 
of Region 18.  Early bird deadlines are February 15 
and March 15, 2009.  Check their website for 
details and registration – www.kciris.org.  
 
 

TTOORRIISS  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  RReenneewwaallss  
 
You will be advised by mail or email when your 
TORIS membership comes up for renewal in 2009.  
You can renew your membership at any of the 
spring garden shows we attend or you can mail it to 
the TORIS Membership Secretary (120 Glass 
Drive, Aurora, ON L4G 2E8).  Cheques should be 
made payable to the Toronto Region Iris Society.  
Please do not mail cash. 
 
One-year single: $10.00 
One-year dual: $15.00 
 

LLeeaarrnn  HHooww  
TToo  PPiicckk  

AA  FFii rrsstt--RRaattee  IIrr iiss  
 
Have you ever thought you 
might like to know how to pick a 
first-rate iris when adding to your 
collection?  Did you ever feel 

you wanted to know more about irises when 
someone asked you a question or asked for a 
recommendation? 
 
You can gain an amazing amount of knowledge by 
participating in the American Iris Society (AIS) 
Judges’ Training (JT) program.  The primary 
purpose of the program is to provide iris judges and 
people training to be iris judges with the necessary 
requirements however, classes are open to anyone 
interested in learning more about irises i.e. you do 
not have to be enrolled as a ‘Candidate for 
Judgeship’ in order to take advantage of these 
sessions.  The training is free to all individuals and 
is usually sponsored by an iris society or garden 
club. 
 
Training is made available throughout the year at 
various events put on by AIS affiliates, such as the 
Toronto Region Iris Society, by the Regions such 
as Region 16 (Canada) or Region 2 (New York) 
and by the AIS at their Spring National Convention 
or other conventions put on by AIS sections such 
as the Beardless/Species Convention happening in 
June in Minnesota. 
 
Training sessions being offered are listed on the 
Judges’ Training page of the AIS Region 16 
website, www.aci.on.ca/~kbrewitt/AIS_Region_16.  
If you are interested in attending any of these 
sessions, please contact the person indicated. 
 
If you are interested in becoming an AIS accredited 
judge, Sandy Ives is the chairperson for Judges 
Training in Region 16 (Canada).  Please contact 
him to sign up.  He can be contacted at 
iris2003@rogers.com or by phone at 613-521-
4597. 
 
More details about becoming an AIS accredited 
Judge can be found on the AIS Region 16 website.  
Select ‘Judges’ Training’. 
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IIRRIISS  CCRRIISSTTAATTAA  
AA  DDii ff ffeerreenntt  KKiinndd  ooff   MMiinniiaattuurree  IIrr iiss  

By John J. Taylor 

It was late May, and spring had really arrived with a 
capricious sun, blustery winds, auto-drip skies and 
all.  And the first welcomed blooms had opened on a 
colony of delightful miniature iris with all the crisp 
poise, dainty charm, freedom of bloom and ease of 
culture of the earlier rock garden pumilas.  Iris 
cristata was finally beginning its annual show! 
 

 
I.cristata 

 
Unlike its miniature bearded predecessors, six-inch 
/. cristata is an inhabitant of open woods where it grows 
in moist, humus-rich but loose and well-drained slightly 
acidic soils.  The common forms have small fans of 
broad, thin, bright green leaves and delicate ruffled 
lavender-blue flowers with sparkling white and yellow 
fall crests surrounded by darker purple lines and dots. 
 
When planted in gardens, the tiny, branched rhizomes 
with their developing leaves and rootlets should be set 
in spring either before or soon after blooming as 
possible, and kept moist until well established in late 
June or July. (Autumn planting may be successful in 
warmer areas.) 
 
My colonies grow under old, high-branched Douglas 
firs bordering the driveway where they get about five 
hours of dappled sunlight daily during the summer.  
Established plants are fed a weak solution of a 
commercial 10-30-20 soluble fertilizer as soon as 
growth begins in spring and about every other week 
thereafter until growth matures in mid-summer.  The 
soil is kept moist until the leaves begin to yellow, when 
all special care ceases until a scattering of fir needles 
in late summer bids them farewell until the following 
spring. 
 
This year I'll be adding some named cultivars to the 
/. cristata colony.  Authors and growers since Dykes 

have known and written about specific color forms of this 
U.S. native, and mention white, lavender, lilac, purple, 
light purple, violet, pale violet, pale to deep blue, pink and 
‘almost pink’ forms.  Within the past several years a few 
selected and named clones have become available in 
commerce.  Those I've encountered in some recent 
catalogues (not all are offered every year) and literature 
are listed below.  If the printed descriptions are correct 
some clones may be remarkably similar to others.  But 
that is hardly a first among irises, of course. 
 
'Abbey's Violet' - deep violet-blue. 
'Alba-old (1911) white; any of several widely available 
white clones. 
'Baby Blue' - 4" light purple-blue. 
'Caerulea' - blue-flowered. 
'Eco Little Bluebird' - short, compact, bright blue. 
'Eco Royal Ruffles' - large violet; heavily ruffled crests. 
'Gold Crest' - 3" bright blue; gold crests. 
'McDonald' - old (1932) pale blue, almost white. 
'Pearl White' - old (1932) white cultivar, probably now 
extinct. 
'Shenandoah Sky' - lighter blue than the type. 
'Skylands' - deep violet-blue. 
'Summer Storm" - deep blue. 
'Vein Mountain' - very pale blue with dark purple lines. 
 
We can certainly hope that more distinct forms of this 
exquisite miniature iris will continue to appear from time 
to time in the catalogues of specialist iris growers.  It is 
surely a treasure! 
 
[Reprinted from the Dwarf Iris Society of America Newsletter, 
March 1990.] 
 
 

TTHHEE  IIRRIISS  FFAAMMIILLYY  
NNaattuurraall   HHiissttoorryy  

aanndd  
CCllaassssii ff iiccaatt iioonn  

 
By Peter Goldblatt & John C. 
Manning 
 
With more than 75 genera 
and 2,000 species, the iris 
family is spread across the 
globe. 

 
Irises and their relatives are lily-like plants related to 
the orchid and narcissus families, with whom they  
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share a propensity for large, brightly coloured, 
attractive flowers. Many have long lasting flowers—
Iris, Gladiolus, and Freesia are among the most 
important cut-flower crops in the world. 
 
The intricate flowers of the iris family are finely 
adapted for pollination by a variety of animals, 
including hummingbirds, sunbirds, beetles, 
butterflies, moths, wasps, and bees. This intimate 
connection between flower form and pollination 
biology reveals how the marvellous range of flower 
colors, shapes, and scents are vital to the lives of 
the species. The diversity of Iridaceae is illustrated 
in more than 200 superb photographs 
supplemented by expert line drawings. 
 
A lifetime of work by the world’s expert on Iridaceae 
is distilled in this definitive account. Botanists, 
ecologists, naturalists, and gardeners will find this 
an essential reference. 
 
Available from Timber Press, the Best in Gardening 
Books.  Order on-line at www.timberpress.com.  
 
Book details  
ISBN-13: 9780881928976 
Price: US$79.95 – on-line. 
 CDN$109.95 at Chapters 
Format: Hardcover, 336 pp. 
Dimensions: 8.5 x 11 in (215 x 280 cm) 
Illustrations: 233 colour photos, 1 map and 
 63 line drawings. 
 

  
YYoouu  AAsskkeedd  

 
Is it okay to mulch my irises during the 
winter?  I’ve read conflicting views on 
this matter.  LT – Toronto, ON 

 
If you have consistent snow cover all winter, it is 
unnecessary to mulch using other materials. A 
natural snow mulch is excellent protection for irises. 
However, Southern and Central Ontario can have 
periods of freeze/thaw during the winter months 
leaving irises exposed to the elements. 
 
Mulching irises when the frost is in the ground is a 
good way to protect them. The reason you wait until 
the frost is in the ground is because covering too 
early can cause heating which can result in the 
promotion of bacteria or fungus. It also invites the 
nesting of mice and other critters. You are mulching 
to keep plants frozen, not to keep plants ‘warm’. 

What I like to do is cover my gardens with pine or 
spruce boughs after the holiday season. These 
have the advantage of covering well and not 
compacting. Your neighbours’ used Christmas 
trees are great for this. I remove the boughs from 
the gardens when the ground begins to thaw and 
the threat of hard frost (-5°C) is over. 
 
There are other types of mulch.  These should be 
applied to a depth of 4-6 inches around the 
rhizome; heavier in exposed windy areas.  Again, 
remove the mulch when the ground begins to thaw 
and the threat of heavy frost is over. 
 
Straw: has the advantage of having hollow stems 
which reduces compaction. 
 
Hay: tends to contain more weed seeds than straw. 
Do not use ‘green’ hay as it will decompose and 
heat. 
 
Leaves: compact over the winter and can leave a 
thick mat by spring. Some leaves, particularly oak, 
are acidic and will affect the ph of your soil over 
time. 
 
T. Laurin – TORIS President 
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