
��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 			 


 ��� ��� 


 ���
			 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

��� 


 ��� 


 			 ��� 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 


 			 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
  
Volume 4 Issue 2 – March/April2009 ‘Stripling’ (M. Smith ’06) MDB photo by K Brewitt 

 
FFrroomm  MMyy  IIrr iiss  GGaarrddeenn  

 
What a winter it’s been!  
January with its -20� C 
temperatures, and its even 

colder -30� C wind chill factors, made for one heck 
of a month.  Thank goodness the snows returned 
after the New Year to cover all our precious 
‘children’ a.k.a. iris rhizomes!  However February’s 
‘thaw’, and record breaking temperatures, took all 
that snow away.  This meant a trek through the 
gardens to push heaving iris rhizomes back in the 
ground.  Thankfully the snow returned before the 
end of the month.  It’s been a roller coaster of 
weather this winter.  Are we yearning for spring? 
 
The first sign of spring for us is always the ‘Get the 
Jump on Spring’ event at the TBG.  As always 
Terry and I forced some irises in the weeks before.  
It was a joy to watch them grow, form buds and 
bloom.  This year’s event was as successful as 
ever.  The general consensus at the show was that 
we’ve all had enough of winter and want to get our 
hands and knees dirty in our gardens!  Remember, 
less than 3 weeks to the vernal equinox and spring! 
 
Speaking of ‘dirt’, as the soil warms up it will be 
time to apply nematodes should you decide you 
want to try them on your iris borer this year.  See 
the ‘You Asked’ column for more information.  After 
last year’s infestation Terry and I are eager to 
experiment with nematodes.  No more ‘squishing’ 
for me! 
 
The hardest part of this editor’s job is looking for 
interesting articles to print for the newsletter.  Not 
because they are hard to find but because while I’m 
looking I’m being forced to look at pictures of all 
sorts of beautiful irises in bloom…while out my 
window the snow is falling and the temperatures 
are cold.  The yearning that rises in my heart is 
indescribable.  I can hardly wait for the first iris to 
break ground…and hopefully by the next newsletter 
I will be reporting on this welcome event.  In the 
meantime, think spring!  It won’t be long now! 
����  
 

 
UUppccoommiinngg  TTOORRIISS  EEvveennttss 

 
 

6th Annual Scugog Spring Garden Show 
Saturday, April 18 to Sunday, April 19. 
Saturday and Sunday 10 am to 5 pm 
Admission: $5.00/day or $8.00 for a 2 day pass.  
Children 14 & under FREE when accompanied by 
an adult. 
Scugog Community Recreation Centre, 
1655 Reach Street, Port Perry 
For details contact Shirley Love.  Phone: 905-985-
5330 or email: shlove@sympatico.ca 
 
We are looking for volunteers for this garden show.  
Remember, if you volunteer for a few hours you 
can spend the rest of the day at the show for free.  
Scheduling will be flexible with morning or 
afternoon shifts available. 
Contact Kate by phone (905-841-9676) or email, 
(kbrewitt@torontoirissociety.com) before April 1st. 
 
3rd Annual President’s Open Garden 
Monday, May 18 from 10 am to 3 pm 
120 Glass Drive, Aurora, ON 
Please note...this year we’re holding this event on 
the Monday of the long weekend instead of the 
Sunday.  In the past Sundays just haven’t been 
sunny for us so we’re hoping the change will ward 
off the rains!  Regardless of the weather, we hope 
to have a nice display of approximately 100 MDBs, 
SBDs, and IBs. 
 
On Russell MDB/SDB Iris Showing. 
Sunday, May 24 - 10 am to 5 pm 
99 Russell Street W., Lindsay, ON. 
www.onrussell.com or call 705-878-5742. 
TORIS will be having a booth at this open garden 
event.  Come out and enjoy some of the earliest 
irises of spring in this beautiful residential garden. 
 
Watch The Iris Standard  for details on the 
following upcoming events. 
 
June 7  – TORIS Annual Iris Show at the TBG. 
June 14  – President’s TB Open Garden in Aurora. 
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PPrreessiiddeenntt ’’ss  MMeessssaaggee  
 
As Kate mentioned, TORIS’ season gets started 
with the ‘Get the Jump on Spring’ event at the TBG.  
This year ‘Jump’, as we affectionately call it, was 
almost cancelled when the TBG re-evaluated its 
schedule of events.  Thankfully the Ontario 
Horticultural Association (OHA) stepped up to the 
plate and sponsored this early gardening affair.  
Given this year’s attendance many other clubs and 
gardeners were thankful as well.  This event is a 
welcome break from the winter months and a great 
beginning to the upcoming gardening season. 
 
‘Jump’ is an important event for TORIS as it allows 
us to promote our club and get the public excited 
about growing irises.  We also sell potted irises 
(SDBs) which have been forced under plant lights.  
Having irises in bloom always brings a smile to 
people’s faces.  It gives one the impression that 
spring is just around the corner. 
 

One of our happy 
customers was so 
excited about her 
purchases she sent me 
a picture of one of them 
in bloom in her window 
at home (see ‘Dark 
Vader’ left).  She also 
remarked how she was 
eagerly anticipating 

attending some of our ‘Open Gardens’. 
 
Given the expected economic environment for 
2009, we will probably all be looking for activities 
close to home.  That said this might be the year to 
attend one of our ‘Open Gardens’.  A day in the 
fresh air and sunshine is always good for the soul.  
It is also a chance to see different varieties of irises 
in bloom in a garden setting.  At the two previous 
President’s Open Gardens there were over 80 
different irises in bloom. 
 
This year an additional President’s Open Garden 
has been added during tall bearded (TB) bloom 
season.  On display will be the Dykes Memorial 
Medal collection plus numerous other TBs including 
both historic and newer introductions. 
 
I’m hoping that many of you will attend one or both 
of these ‘Open Gardens’.  Bring a friend or two.  It’s 
a pleasant way to spend an afternoon. 
 

 
YYoouu  AAsskkeedd  

 
I want to try nematodes to control the 
iris borer.  I’ve heard there are 
different kinds of nematodes?  Which 

is the best for use on iris?  When is the best time to 
apply them?  BK – Toronto, ON 
 
Depending upon where you live, most, if not all, 
synthetic chemicals have been banned.  Therefore 
it is time to look for alternate methods to control the 
iris borer.  One method is to apply beneficial 
nematodes which are environmentally friendly and 
non-toxic.  Spring is when iris borer eggs hatch into 
small crawlers that enter new leaves, making this 
the time to apply nematodes. 
 
Starting late April, early May, nematodes are 
usually made available at local garden centres.  
There are two species of beneficial nematodes; 
Heterorhabditis and Steinernema.  Both species 
have been shown to attack iris borer. Studies show 
that Heterorhabditis are 85% effective while 
Steinernema are 100% effective. 
 
Typically, nematode season runs from the spring 
until the summer heat makes the soil too hot for 
nematode survival.  They need a moist 
environment to survive and move. The best time to 
apply is during a rain shower.  In the absence of 
rain, water irises before and after applying 
nematodes.  Apply nematodes when soil 
temperature is at least 10� C (50� F) to a depth of 
5”.  Repeat the treatment approximately one week 
later. Nematodes are perishable; check the label for 
the expiration date.��
 
Nematodes work by entering the young iris borers, 
and releasing a bacterium; results usually start 
within 72 hours.  Nematodes do not harm people, 
pets, plants and beneficial insects like earthworms. 
 
Other TORIS members may be interested in 
knowing your results.  Please let us know how 
effective you find beneficial nematodes in 
controlling the iris borer. 
 
Terry Laurin, President 
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BBrreeeeddiinngg  ffoorr   SSppaaccee  AAggeerrss  
TThhee  NNoovveell ttyy  IIrr iiss  
by Lloyd Zurbrigg 

 
Close-up of Thornbird (Byers ’89) by 
K. Brewitt 

 
Lloyd Austin of California was responsible for this 
type of iris.  Lloyd used certain plicata seedlings, 
from the garden of Sydney Mitchell, which had little 
lumps at the end of the beards.  By in-breeding, he 
got irises with horns, spoons and even flounces 
coming from this site, and he gave them the name 
"Space-Age", because of the Soviet Sputnik, then 
the center of the news. 
 
These new Space-Age irises usually were very 
narrow at the haft, often heavily marked with coarse 
venation.  The substance was often very inferior, as 
was the form.  In addition, many were not hardy in 
Canada, where I was then gardening.  I made a few 
crosses on an experimental basis, for I had seen 
Austin's ‘Unicorn’ and ‘Mulberry Snow’ at the 
National Convention in Memphis, 1957, and thought 
the latter to be a rather striking creation. 
 
When Lloyd Austin brought out ‘Super Flounce’ in 
1963, I got it and made a few crosses with it. The 
"flounce" was not particularly artistic, but it was very 
large.  The pod parent of this was ‘Spoon of Gold’, 
an iris that several judges wrote about in the AIS 
Bulletin as being an artistic iris. My two introductions 
from this breeding were ‘Miss Jupiter’ and ‘Miss 
Venus’.  They were seen at the Roanoke Convention 
in 1974, and won some interest, especially ‘Miss 
Venus’.  The cross from which they came was: 
(Golden Unicorn x Crinkled Ivory) X ‘Super Flounce’. 
 
The big break in Space-Age iris production came 
with Monty Byers of California.  Monty and I shared 
the same double goal of producing reblooming irises 
and Space-Age irises, and we exchanged many 
seedlings and named varieties.  I was but dabbling, 
compared to Monty's huge production of thousands 
upon thousands of seedlings each year, a majority of 
them from Manley Osborne's ‘Sky Hooks’. (Monty 
was also an enthusiastic and colorful writer, and his 
catalogs were eagerly awaited by many subscribers.) 
 
Using Monty's introductions and seedlings in my 
hybridizing brought a great improvement in form. 
Unfortunately, more than a few were not fully hardy 
in the East.  Nevertheless, the judges at once began 
to become excited about the Space-Age seedlings, 
and I shifted more of my interest to this exciting field 

of breeding.  Monty had felt the need of better blues, 
and gave us ‘Sea World’ and ‘Scented Bubbles’. The 
latter came out of ‘Victoria Falls’, always a good 
grower in Region 4, so I used it in my blue Space-
Age lines.  These lines featured ‘Trumpet Concerto’, 
from ‘Grand Dame’ and ‘Miss Jupiter’.  Definitely a 
bitone ‘Trumpet Concerto’ featured large, trumpet-
shaped flounces, but was not consistent in producing 
them on all flowers. It was further crossed to the best 
blues. 
 
The 1995 introduction ‘Margaret Helen’, named for 
my eldest niece, came from a blue seedling crossed 
to ‘Scented Bubbles’.  The pod parent had for its pod 
parent (Shipshape X Trumpet Concerto).  The pod 
parent had its pollen parent: ‘Victoria Falls’ x (Grand 
Dame x Summer Holidays).  I had hoped for large 
spoons or flounces, but ‘Margaret Helen’ produced 
only small horns. Nevertheless, it had outstanding 
form and good color, though blue-violet rather than 
"true" blue.  On occasion it might produce spoons, 
but short horns were typical.  For the curious, I would 
add that ‘Grand Dame’ is a light to medium blue from 
(Helen Keller X Tyrolean Blue).  ‘Summer Holidays’ 
is a reblooming blue having in its parentage ‘Music 
Maker’ (twice), ‘Triton’, ‘Sky Queen’ and ‘Tyrolean 
Blue’. 
 
Although it seldom bears appendages here, 
‘Godsend’ is a favorite among the Byers 
introductions.  A very comely pink, it has a dash of 
bright purple at the end of each beard, and this trait 
carries through to some of its seedlings, enlivening 
the daily trip to the seedling rows in bloom time. 
There are two reselects from ‘Godsend’ and a 
Spage-Age seedling of mine that are likely to make 
introductions.  One is a pink with large flounces; a 
somewhat similar one from Monty's ‘Hands Up’ won 
best seedling at the Frances Scott Keyes Show in 
Baltimore last spring, in a large class of over forty 
entries. 

Probably Monty's best 
introduction (in the Spage-Age 
class) was ‘Mesmerizer’, a white 
with huge white flounces that 
cover the red beards (pictured 
left).  This iris is very consistent 
in producing the flounces on all 
falls of all blossoms.  I have 

used it more than any other in trying to produce 
reblooming Space-Agers, for it does rebloom freely 
itself in California.  Crosses to ‘Renown’ and ‘Sunny 
Disposition’ have given seedlings with flounces, and 
some that rebloom, so this difficult goal no longer 
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seems quite so remote. (Ed’s note: Mesmerizer went 
on to win the Dykes Medal in 2002.) 
 
It seems very fitting that this discussion on Space-
Age irises could end with the news that ‘Thornbird’ 
has won the Wister Medal for 1996.  This is a 
Space- Age introduction from Monty Byers, 1989, 
out of my ‘Art of Raphael’.  It has a strong 
personality, and an excellent name.  At its most 
typical, the greenish-tan blooms have dark purple 
thorn-shaped projections that appear truly ominous. 
(Ed’s note: Thornbird went on to win the Dykes Medal in 
1997.) 
 
Reprinted from the Bulletin of the American Iris Society, 
April 1997, No 305. 
 
Interested in a SpaceAge Robin?  Join the Yahoo group 
set up for those interested in growing and hybridizing 
horned, spooned and flounced irises, 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/SpaceAgeRobin/. 
 

  
TTOORRIISS  OOppeenn  GGaarrddeennss  

 
Hopefully some of you will find the 
time to visit our members’ gardens.  
Where indicated, please contact the 

garden owner before visiting. 
 
Owners: Terry Laurin and Kate Brewitt 
120 Glass Drive, Aurora 
tlaurin@torontoirissociety.com or call 905-841-9676 
Open weekends or by appointment. 
Please call ahead. 
 
 
Rural Roots Gardens – Iris In Bloom 
May 23 to June 21. – Gardens open 10 am to 6 pm. 
2369 Highway 36 North, Dunsford, ON.  Between 
Scotch Line Road and Birch Point Road. 
Online catalogue available. 
www.ruralrootsgardens.com or call 705-793-1332. 
 
 
‘On Russell’ – David Jewell 
Saturday/Sunday May 23/24 - Dwarf Iris Showing 
from 10 am to 5 pm. 
Sundays June 7 & 14 - Dykes Medal and TB 
Collection Showing from 10 am to 5 pm. 
99 Russell Street W., Lindsay, ON. 
Other times by appointment. 
Online catalogue available. 
www.onrussell.com or call 705-878-5742. 
 

wwwwww..ttoorroonnttooii rr iissssoocciieettyy..ccoomm  
UUppddaatteess  

 
Our webmaster, David Jewell, has 

been busy this snowy winter updating the TORIS 
website.  Email users can press CTRL + click on 
the title above and check out the updates. 
 
2009 Events  
A second ‘President’s Open Garden’ has been 
added to this year’s events.  Members will be able 
to enjoy an assortment of tall bearded irises plus 
the Dykes Memorial Medal collection.  These are 
the top award winners from 1927 to 2007.  The 
irises were generously donated to TORIS by Anne 
and Don Martin before they moved to Nova Scotia. 
  
New Tab - Newsletters  
The last six editions of The Iris Standard will now 
be posted on-line.  Earlier editions can be 
requested by contacting the Editor. 
 
Members are also asked to contribute material to 
the newsletter.  If you have a funny story to tell or 
an experience you’d like to share, feel free to write 
an article for our newsletter.  Materials submitted 
must be received by the 10th of the month prior to 
publication e.g. Feb 10th for the Mar/Apr edition.  
Submissions may be edited for style and clarity so 
don’t feel you have to be a ‘Pierre Berton’ to write 
an article.  Photographs are also welcome.  
Submissions can be sent to the Editor at 
kbrewitt@torontoirissociety.com 
 
New Membership Benefit  
As an affiliate of AIS Region 16, your membership 
with TORIS will now include a subscription to the 
AIS Region 16 newsletter.  This newsletter is 
published twice yearly; Spring/Summer and 
Fall/Winter. 
 
New link  
Ontario Gardening - www.ontariogardening.com.  
On this site you can shop, learn and discuss 
gardening matters. 
 
  
The Iris Standard is published six (6) times a year; 
Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June, July/Aug, Sept/Oct, and 
Nov/Dec.  Materials submitted must be received by the 
10th of the month prior to publication.  Submissions may 
be edited for style and clarity.  All rights reserved.  
Reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited without 
written permission. 
Editor: Kate Brewitt, kbrewitt@torontoirissociety.com 


