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From My Iris Garden

It's show time, folks, and this
edition of The Iris Standard is
being devoted to our
upcoming June flower show.

TORIS’ flower show is June 7" at the Toronto
Botanical Garden (TBG). Now that Terry and | are
AIS judges we will be judging the show for the first
time. In an effort to give some of you ‘the bug’, we
put together an article on preparing your irises for
the show. Maybe this is the year you try your hand
at showing. It's easy and it's fun. What more could
you ask for on a Sunday afternoon in June?

If you are not interested in ‘showing’, come and
admire the beautiful bloom stalks on display! Lots
of members and visitors to the TBG stop by to ogle
over the stalks. It's a good opportunity to see irises
that you don’t have in your garden.

It's also time to be thinking of hybridizing. An
article from Siberian iris hybridizer, Jan Sacks of
Joe Pye Weed's Garden has been included to help
you develop your hybridizing plan.

And as you replace the batteries in your camera for
the upcoming bloom season, you should be aware
that the American Iris Society (AIS) invites
everyone to participate in their annual Photo
Contest. This contest is open to both members and
non-members, and it is free to enter. The winning
photo from each of seven categories will be
published in the AIS Bulletin and on the AIS web
site. Photos from previous year's winners and
honourable mentions can be viewed on the AIS
website at www.irises.org/photocontestmain.htm.
Details about the contest, rules and entry forms can
also be found on the website. The deadline for
submissions is June 30, 2009.

As | type this, our irises are showing signs of life;
even buds! ‘Alpine Lake’, our earliest bloomer, is
about to bloom...right on time! Enjoy this year’s iris
season! Here's hoping it's a glorious one.

Monday, May 18" - 10 am to 3 pm
120 Glass Drive, Aurora.
tlaurin@torontoirissociety.com or call 905-841-9676

Please note...this event is on the Monday of the
long weekend instead of the Sunday. Past
‘Sundays’ just haven't been ‘sunny for us so we're
hoping the change will ‘ward off the rains!
Regardless of the weather, we hope to have a nice
display of between 70 to 80 MDBs, SBDs, and IBs.

‘On Russell’ MDB/SDB Iris Showing.
Sunday, May 24" - 10 am to 5 pm

99 Russell Street W., Lindsay.
www.onrussell.com or call 705-878-5742.

TORIS will be selling potted irises at this open
garden fund raiser. Come and enjoy some of the
earliest irises of spring in this beautiful garden.

TORIS Annual Iris Show at the TBG.

Sunday, June 7" - Toronto Botanical Garden
777 Lawrence Ave. E. (at Leslie Street), Toronto.
tlaurin@torontoirissociety.com or call 905-841-9676

Staging starts at 10 am to 11:30 am.
Judging from 11:30 to 1 pm.
Open to the public at 1 pm.

TORIS members can enter their named bloom
stalks for judging. Points, given for first, second
and third place, can be used at the TORIS Auction
and Sale in August. See website for show
schedule. Stalks will remain on display for the
afternoon plus there will be potted irises for sale.

President's TB Open Garden in Aurora.

Sunday, June 14" - 10 am to 4 pm

120 Glass Drive, Aurora
tlaurin@torontoirissociety.com or call 905-841-9676

Come see the tall bearded irises in bloom as well
as the Dykes Memorial Medal collection. The
Dykes Medal is the highest award an iris can win.
The collection dates back to 1927 and continues up
to 2007.
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It's Show Time, Folks!

= By Kate Brewitt and Terry Laurin

X Ever thought of entering the TORIS

4 flower show? For those of you who
would like to enter but don’t know what to do, we've
put together the following steps in order to guide
you through the process. Iris showing is fun...and
addictive, just ask those of us who have been doing
it for years.

1. Check your garden early to select the bloom
stalks you will cut for the show.

A day or two before the show stroll through your
garden to check for possible show stalks. This is
an even more pleasant stroll if you take along your
favourite beverage. Make a mental note of, or jot
down, those irises which are in bloom or are about
to bloom. Look for form. Is the stalk straight? Is
the branching evenly spaced or crowded? Are any
of the leaves torn or browning? Select those that
display traits typical for their classification, bud
count, branching, vigour and proportion.

2. Cut bloom stalks at the rhizome the morning
of the show.

Take a sharp pair of garden clippers and cut the
bloom stalk at the rhizome. It is easier to cut off
excess stalk for placement in the show containers
than it is to add. Don't forget to bring some irises
that are just on the verge of blooming. They may
bloom on the trip to the show. Sometimes ‘talking’
to them nicely helps.

3. Transport bloom stalks in water to keep
them fresh.

Over the years we've tried, and seen, many
methods for transporting irises to a show. One
year someone brought their irises in a case of
empty beer bottles...| wonder if they were left over
from the stroll around the garden mentioned in step
1? People have brought them carefully placed in
buckets or have just carried them in their hand.
Another good method is to fill a bucket with
newspaper roles and a small amount of water. The
rolls support the bloom stalk plus ensure the plant
has water. To avoid damage during transport, the
irises should not be touching each other.

4. Arrive at the show site early to set up and
groom iris.

Set-up starts at 10:00, and you will need the time.
Irises need to be groomed, show cards need to be

completed and exhibits need to be placed in
alphabetical order within their section.

When you walk in the door the first thing you want
to do is ask the Show Chair for an Exhibitor's
number. This number will appear on all show
cards.

TORIS will provide the following:

* show schedules

* entry tags

» containers for exhibiting

» wedging material for fitting loose stalks firmly
into the containers

s water

5. Grooming.

a. Show containers come in various sizes. Select
one suitable for your bloom stalk. Cut the stem
to fit the container using a sharp knife or garden
clippers. Read the Show Schedule for any
restrictions.

b. Fingerprints should be removed from the bloom
stalk using a moist cotton ball or paper towel.

c. Bugs and/or cobwebs should be removed.

d. Place wedging material into the top of the
container to keep the bloom stalk standing
straight.

6. Fill out the show tag according to the Show
Schedule.

The Show Chair should give you a copy of the
Show Schedule. If you don't get one, don't be
afraid to ask. The Show Schedule tells you how to
complete your show tags. Follow it carefully
otherwise you might find yourself entering your TBs
in the wrong section.

7. Placement.

Determine the best viewing side of your exhibit and
place it in the appropriate section with a completed
show tag. The Show Committee will be happy to
help with this.

8. Judging

After all your work the judges will step in and ‘do
their thing’. Remember, show credits are given to
irises receiving first, second and third place ribbons
plus additional credits are given to those receiving
a major trophy. Since each iris is judged on its own
merits rarely does anyone leave without a show
credit or two. These credits can be used at the
TORIS Auction and Sale in August so you can buy
more irises to display at next year’s show!
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Verna Laurin Historic Iris Award

Submitted by Terry Laurin

The Board of the Toronto Region Iris Society
agreed it was time to recognize the contributions of
one of its long time members, Verna Laurin. At this
year's Annual Flower Show, the Verna Laurin
Historic Iris Award will be presented to the historic
iris displaying the best characteristics of its class.
An historic iris is one introduced 30 years or more
prior to the show in which it is entered. The reason
this category was selected is because, as a charter
member of the Historic Iris Preservation Society
(HIPS) formed in 1986, Verna grew many historic
irises in her garden. Today she continues to
promote them.

Verna is also one of twenty charter members of the
Toronto Region lIris Society (TORIS) when it was
first formed at the Richmond Hill Library on October
31, 1962. Today she is the only member from this
meeting who remains involved with the society.
She currently sits on the Board as an Honorary
Director, and at times she acts as Historian as she
fills us in on events of days gone bhy.

Verna has worn many hats during the last 47 years
with TORIS. She has been a faithful participant in
the annual flower show as well as show committee
chair and judge. She has been the ‘go to’ person
when members entering their first flower show
needed assistance. She has won many trophies
with her irises, usually ending up with an iris in the
‘Court of Honour'. She has shared information and
her garden, supplying irises for the annual rhizome
sale. She has organized displays in order to
promote irises, and the society, at community
centres and garden shows. She has also promoted
the society through numerous speaking
engagements. And we can't forget to mention all
the tasty goodies she has baked for various
meetings and events.

Thank you Verna! Your dedication is unsurpassed.

Amigo (Williamson '34)

Exhibitor’'s Lament
By Jody Nolin, RVP Region 6 (Ohio, Indiana & Michigan)

Yesterday, a rain storm blew my stalks away
Now there’s nothing for the show today
Why wasn’t our show yesterday?

| cut what was left, not the best, in the car | went,
Then one got crushed, one was smushed, and four
were bent.

Suddenly, I'm not half done with this entry
And the Show Chair’s standing over me,
Oh, judging came so suddenly.

| had Queen of Show, | just know, so straight and
tall,

| wiped down the stem, dropped my pen and broke
a fall!

And my bouquet, with a blossom that would not
obey,

Left my design in disarray.

Oh, | believe in yesterday.

TORIS Display Gardens

Hopefully some of you will visit our
members in their iris gardens.
Where indicated, please contact the
garden owner before visiting.

Aurora

Owners: Terry Laurin and Kate Brewitt

120 Glass Drive, Aurora
tlaurin@torontoirissociety.com or call 905-841-9676
Open weekends and week days. Please call ahead.

Bobcaygeon/Dunsford

‘Rural Roots Gardens’ — Iris In Bloom

2369 Highway 36 North, Dunsford, ON. Between
Scotch Line Road and Birch Point Road.

May 23 to June 21. — Open daily 10 am to 6 pm.
www.ruralrootsgardens.com or call 705-793-1332.

Lindsay

Owners: ‘'On Russell’ — David Jewell

99 Russell Street W., Lindsay, ON.
Saturday/Sunday May 23 & 24" -
Showing from 10 am to 5 pm.

Sundays June 7" & 14" - Dykes Medal and TB
Collection Showing from 10 am to 5 pm.

Other times call ahead.

www.onrussell.com or call 705-878-5742.

Dwarf Iris
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HYBRIDIZING BASICS

by Jan Sacks of Joe Pye Weed’'s Garden,
www.jpwflowers.com.

WHAT IS IRIS HYBRIDIZING?

When you take pollen from one iris and put it on
another iris that is called making a "cross." When a
seed pod forms from that cross, you harvest and
sow those seeds, grow them into flowering-sized
plants, and watch them bloom. Hopefully you will
see some feature in one or more of those seedlings
that is new or unusual. Then you take pollen from one
of those seedlings and put it on another iris and
another, and grow the seeds on, and select new
seedlings, and before you know it, you have
started a breeding program. That is hybridizing. So
the basic mechanics of hybridizing are,

1. Deciding which two irises to cross,

2. Pollinating,

3. Guiding your cross from seeds to blooming
seedlings,

4. Evaluating and selecting,

5. Registering and introducing

WHAT TO CROSS?

First choose a class of irises to work with.
Though there are exceptions, you usually want to
cross similar types of irises. Bearded irises should
be crossed with bearded irises - and usually SDBs
with SDBs, TBs with TBs, etc. - Siberians are
crossed with Siberians, Japanese with Japanese.
When you are ready for more wide-ranging
crosses, there are possibilities. Ask for advice.

Once you have chosen a class, then you have
to decide which two individual irises to cross. For
me, as a beginner listening to more advanced
hybridizers, this always seemed daunting. Don't let
it be. You can pick two irises at random just to see
what you get. Or you can choose two irises with
features that seem compatible, or two irises that
each have a feature you would like to see
combined together. Or you may have some other
reasons. It is not necessary to know genetics. You
will learn as you go which combinations work and
which ones don't. And at some future time, the talk
of those advanced hybridizers will start to make
more sense, and you might even want to do a little
reading.

HOW TO MAKE A CROSS

The act of pollinating irises is not difficult once
you know where the tip of the style crest is. When a
flower first opens, the stigma is flat up against the
style arm, but by the next day, it folds down to
expose the little shelf. If you lift up the style arm
you will see the important parts; the anther and the
stigma. The stigma is often described as a shelf or
a lip. It is located on the underside of the style arm,
nearly underneath. Spend some time observing iris
flowers to find these various parts and how they
change from one day to the next. If this
explanation, or the diagram, doesn't make it clear,
ask a hybridizer to show you.

The key to making a good pollination is to use
two flowers that have not been visited by bees or
other insects. You want your pollen to be there first.
For the pollen parent, select a new flower that is
just starting to unfurl and take out an anther.
Tweezers are very helpful-especially "reverse
action" tweezers that has good pointed tips. Use
the tweezers or a toothpick or other tool to push (or
ream) the pollen out of one of the four chambers of
the anther. Take it to another flower - one that is
just unfurling - and dab or gently rub the pollen on
the stigma of that flower. Since the flower is newly
opening, the shelf will still be flat up against the
style, but you can put the pollen on the shelf
anyway. When the stigma does curl down the next
day, your pollen will be there ready to travel down
to the ovary. Some hybridizers only put pollen on
one of the three stigmas while others prefer to put it
on all three stigmas, hoping to get better seed set.




The Iris Standard - Newsletter of the Toronto Regio  n Iris Society — page 5

Volume 4 Issue 3 — May/June 2009

The process described above only works if you
make your crosses early in the day before or as
the flowers open. If you want to make crosses in
the evening, you might want to tie up some
flowers the day before. Some hybridizers go
around the garden looking for flowers they plan to
cross with later that day or the next day. They tie
them closed with a string or strip of iris foliage so
that they can't open and the bees can't get in.
Then you can use the flower whenever you are
ready (though the window of opportunity is only a
day or two). Some hybridizers of TBs do not feel
they have to tie up or protect flowers because the
distance between the stigma and fall is so large
that the bees generally do not deposit any pollen
on the stigma when they come in to get nectar.

There are a few other hints about making crosses.
Unless it is a cool day, it is probably best to make
crosses in the morning or evening because heat
can interfere with a successful pollination. Rain
will usually ruin any crosses made within a few
hours. Not all pollinations are successful.
Depending on the weather and type of iris the rate
of "takes" (successful seed pods made) can be as
low as 20 - 30% or as high as 80%. It is a good
idea to make many more crosses than you really
want to end up with.

FROM CROSS TO SEEDS TO SEEDLINGS

Labelling

It is important to label every cross. There are as
many types of labels as there are hybridizers.
Some use small paper tags on string, and some
use the plastic closures on bags of bread. Some
use plastic nursery tags. Choose something that
will last out in the weather for several months and
use a pen or pencil that will stand up to rain. Be
especially careful about using pens. They must be
waterproof and sun-proof. On the tag, write the
name or number of the iris you are hanging it on
(the POD PARENT - the stigma parent - the
female parent) and then a large "X", followed by
the name or number of the iris whose pollen you
used (the POLLEN PARENT - the male parent).
Hang the tag below the flower you pollinated. Be
careful not to break the flower off the stem. At the
same time, be sure to hang it on just the one -
there may be more buds coming from that socket
and you want to mark only the one you actually
pollinated.

Collecting the Seeds:

Watch as your seedpods develop. Six to eight
weeks after pollination they will start changing
color from green to a bit of brown. Now check
them more often. You could wait until they are
completely brown and splitting, but you might lose
some seeds. You could make a mesh bag and tie
it around the pod so that the seeds fall into it.
However, you can also harvest the pods before
they get as far as splitting open. When the top of
the seedpod begins to crack, they are ready to
harvest. Cut or break off the pod with its tag.
Open the pod and remove the seeds. If they are
still moist, put them in a paper plate or cup, in a
mesh bag, or even in a paper envelope to
continue drying out. Always keep the tag with
them. Never put your seeds in anything plastic - it
may cause them to rot. This is also a good time to
make a list of your crosses and create a
numbering system - one number or letter for each
cross (for example, 1,2,3,4 or AB,C,D). Some
hybridizers also include the year with each cross
number (for example 03-1, 03-2, 03-3 or 03-A, 03-
B or 1-03, 2-03, or A-03.... etc.). Some use the
year the cross and seed were made, some use
the year they are planted out, some use the year
they are expected to bloom. Other hybridizers use
the initials of the parents' names to designate
their crosses (for example, Zing Me X Starship
Enterprise would be ZMSE). This can get
cumbersome once you start crossing with
seedlings.

eSS

To be continued in the July/August edition;
‘Sowing Seeds’,

‘Planting’,

‘Evaluating and Selecting Seedlings’,
‘Registration and Introduction’.

lllustration used with the permission of Laurie Frazer of
Shadowood Irises, www.lfrazer.com/iris.
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