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‘Autumn Embers’ - SDB — Chapman ‘96

From My Iris Garden

Welcome to the ‘Rebloomer’
edition of ‘The Iris Standard'.
This edition is dedicated to all
things ‘reblooming'...iris-wise,
that is!

Reblooming irises, or remontant irises as they are
also known, have a history that dates back to the
1920s and 1930s when Hans and Jacob Sass
conducted their hybridizing program. In the past
rebloomers were shunned by the iris world but now
they are being hailed as the future of irises. | know
my experiences this year have me thinking about
planting more of these in my garden. As you will
read, ‘Sky King Returns’ (Lauer '03) was in bloom
for us on Thanksgiving. Due to impending frost we
cut the bloom stalk and brought it indoors so we
could enjoy the four blooms that had formed.
When the stalk was still sporting two of those
blooms the day of the TORIS meeting, we plopped
it in a vase and took it along with us like you would
a household pet...although you wouldn’t put a pet
in a vase! The blooms faded the next day but two
more blooms took their place. That's a total of six
blooms over two weeks! Ya gotta like that!

Speaking of the TORIS meeting, we had another
productive luncheon/meeting at the Jester’'s Court
in Port Perry. The club reported a very successful
year. Details of events planned for 2010 will unfold
in future editions of ‘The Iris Standard'.

So let's get to it. As always, hope you enjoy this
edition...

Learn More About
Reblooming Irises

The Reblooming Iris Society was
i organized in 1967. It is a section of
the American Iris Society (AIS) devoted to
promoting interest and development of all iris types
having more than one bloom season per year. A
single-annual membership is only $10 US.

For their website and information on how to join, go
to www.rebloomingiris.com.

In Search of Immortality
by Kate Brewitt

Many years ago Terry & |
acquired the iris
‘Immortality’. This was an
iris we had long wanted to
own. Not only was it
hybridized by Canadian
hybridizer Lloyd Zurbrigg
but it was a rebloomer,
and from what we had
heard, it was “the” rebloomer to have. Wanting to
be part of the ‘iris avant-garde’, we bought it and
put it in a special place and waited for the next iris
season.

...and we waited for the next iris season.

In the third season we began to wonder what was
wrong. Not only did it not rebloom but it didn't even
bloom! Research on the internet provided us with
some answers. It would seem that we were not the
only owners of ‘Immortality’ to find it difficult to
grow. Many agreed that it was finicky and needed
just the right spot in the garden to perform. Some
had moved it two and three times before finding the
right place. Feeling encouraged we moved it to
another spot and waited for the next iris season.

...and we waited for the next iris season.

Finally in the sixth iris season we put in a special
reblooming iris bed. This bed was against a south
facing wall of our house. We hoped this would
create a small microclimate and provide the irises
with a longer growing season. Given our continued
disappointment with ‘Immortality’ we thought this
would be a good home. We moved it and waited
for the next iris season.

...and, yep, you guessed it, we're going to have to
wait until the next iris season as we are still
‘bloomless in Aurora”.

Just the other day | read an article in an iris
publication where the author claimed ‘Immortality’
to be a reliable rebloomer. | envy the people who
can get ‘Immortality’ to bloom and rebloom. It's a
beautiful iris. | can only hope that one day | will be
able to share in their enthusiasm. In the meantime
I'll be here...waiting!
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Categories for
Reblooming or Remontant Irises

According to The Reblooming Iris Society there are
basically five distinguishable forms of reblooming
irises.

1. Cyclic : These are the best known rebloomers.
They have two complete growing cycles each year
and the pattern is reasonably predictable. Two
cultivars that fall into this category are ‘Rosalie
Figge’ (McKnew '93), a purple self named after the
past president of The Reblooming Iris Society and
‘Immortality’, the white self introduced by Lloyd
Zurbrigg in 1982.

2. Multiple Blooming: These send up stalks
repeatedly throughout the growing season. A
cultivar typical of this category is ‘Precious Little
Pink’ (Byers '95). Another good example is Chuck
Chapman's well known rebloomer ‘Forever Blue’
introduced in 1997.

3. Repeaters: Additional bloom stalks from old
growth are sent up immediately following the main
season, potentially keeping a clump in bloom for up
to four weeks in Canada. These are most common
with beardless irises.

4. Sporadic: Considered to be similar to the cyclic
rebloomers, but much less reliable. They do not
rebloom every year, or at the same time each year.
They are often reliable in the southern states or on
the west coast but may not show reblooming
tendencies in colder climates. Some iris growers
find ‘Ruby Eruption” (Chapman '01) reliably
sporadic, blooming about three out of five years.

5. Secondary Stalks: Irises found in this category
are rare. These occur when the same rhizome
sends up a secondary stalk in the same growing
season.

There is one additional item to be aware of with
respect to reblooming irises. Iris classes have
height restrictions, and the reblooming iris is often
much taller than its class height, let alone its
reported height. The rule is that irises are placed in
the appropriate class based strictly on their spring
bloom. If they bloom much taller during rebloom
season, that does not change their class. The best
example is the purple self Autumn Jester
(Chapman '00); it is a solid 50% taller during
rebloom - with additional buds!

Taken from the Handbook for Judges and Show Officials
— Seventh Edition. Additional material provided by
Sandy Ives, Northeast Regional Director for The
Reblooming Society.

‘Rebloomer’ Corner

As you may remember, Terry & | dug a ‘Rebloomer’
bed last year. It's a strip of garden along the base
of a south facing wall of our house. This area is the
last to receive snow cover in the fall and the first to
lose it in the spring. We hope that these conditions
will extend the ‘Aurora’ growing season and
encourage the irises to rebloom.

Starting last fall, differences in growth from irises
found elsewhere in the garden were already visible.
Ouir first observation was that the irises were more
robust...although this may be because it is a new
bed and the soil is rich in nutrients. Another
difference was evident this spring when these irises
bloomed one to two weeks earlier than their
counterparts in less protected areas of our garden.

Our ‘official’ rebloom
season began July 17
when Terry spotted a
bloom stalk on
‘Precious Little Pink’
(Byers '95) (see left).
7~ The way | dropped
il everything to go see
2% for myself, you'd think
he'd discovered oil! Given our zone 5a climate I'm
stil amazed when a rebloom appears! Then
another bloom stalk appeared and we were doubly
excited! The iris finally bloomed on July 28, with
the second bloom stalk blooming August 8. Many
more bloom stalks followed so that in the end this
iris bloomed until September 1.

Just about this time ‘Sky King Returns’ (Lauer '03)
(pictured right) sent up a
bloom stalk. However the
iris  didnt bloom until
September 28; amidst the
rain and wind of an
approaching cold front. |
managed to capture this
picture in between cloud
bursts. We enjoyed three
blooms outdoors before we cut the stalk on
Thanksgiving to take it indoors due to predictions of
frost. We enjoyed another two weeks of bloom
indoors as the stalk put out six blooms; a wonderful
delight given October’s rain and unseasonably cold
temperatures.

Also to rebloom this summer was ‘Forever Blue’
(Chapman '97), blooming on August 1 and
continuing to bloom until September 17. This was
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a real joy as this iris has never performed this well
for us.

‘Northward Ho’ (Zurbrigg “91)
(pictured left) sent up a bloom
stalk on September 25.
However, before the flower
bloomed cooler night time
temperatures were upon us.
Faithfully, each night for a
week, we covered the bloom
stalk with a blanket of dampened newspapers to
protect it from the frost. Still not in bloom on
Halloween, we brought the bloom stalk indoors to
enjoy the three buds that had formed.

In the meantime ‘Precious Little Pink’ sent up
another bloom stalk with two buds which bloomed
on October 20 and 27.

Marion Kuhl of Tara Perennial Farm in Tara, ON
kindly phoned in a report on the rebloom in her
garden. She also included a few comments.
Marion’s garden is found in zone 5b. If you are
interested in rebloomers you might want to consider
some of these for your own garden.

Again and Again (Innerst '99) (TB) — a reliable
rebloomer for Marion.

Anxious (Hager '92) (TB)

Best Bet (Schreiner '88) (TB)

Blueberry Tart (Chapman '02) (SDB)

Champagne Elegance (Niswonger '87) (TB)
Chorus of Colours

(Niswonger '03) (TB) -

(pictured right)

Cloudless Sunrise

(Niswonger '84) (TB)

Corn Harvest (Wyatt '77)

(TB)

Forever Violet (Chapman '02) (MDB)

Grape Cordial (Aitken '00) (SDB)

Immortality (Zurbrigg '82) (TB)

Pinkness (Byers '89) (TB) — a reliable rebloomer.
Rosalie Figge (McKnew '93) (TB)

Sugar Blues (Zurbrigg '85) (TB)

Summer Olympics (Smith '80) (TB) — this iris has
been in bloom when there is snow on the ground!
Summer Recall (Chapman '03) (SDB)

In previous years Marion has also had rebloom on

English Charm (Blyth '90), Orange Harvest (Jones
'88) and Rock Star (Byers ‘91).

A Call for Rebloom Reports

Sandy Ives, who lives in Ottawa, is the Regional Director
for the Northeastern region of The Reblooming Society.

This is the time when people start closing down
their iris activities for the winter; a rest well
deserved. There are some final activities for both
the fanatical iris growers and for those who are
satisfied with fine performance for a chosen few
cultivars. These revolve around reviewing the
season past and planning for that yet to come.

When examining performance past, please
examine your memory (or better yet, your records)
for rebloomers in your garden. The key factor to
take into account is the number of days in bloom.
To be considered a ‘reportable’ rebloomer, the
rebloom period should be double that of those
irises that restrict themselves to the one major flush
in the spring.

Don't restrict the search for your classical
rebloomers such as ‘Immortality’, multiple
rebloomers such as ‘Precious Little Pink’ or even
sporadic rebloomers such as ‘Ruby Eruption'.
There are other forms; one usually not considered
and another rare.

The form usually not considered is most common
among the beardless irises. There are very few
classical reblooming beardless iris, one being the
siberian ‘Reprise’ (Warburton '86). However the
more common rebloom pattern for siberians and
other beardless iris are the ‘repeater’ cultivars —
they throw up bloom stalks immediately after the
initial spring season. This can increase the siberian
season to as much as eight weeks. Because the
season doesn't appear to end, there is no
consideration that reblooming has occurred.

The rare form requires the gardener not only to see
a stalk blooming outside of the regular season, but
they must examine the rhizome as well. If a stalk
originates from a rhizome that produced a spring
stalk, these are secondary stalk rebloomers, and
are not frequently reported since there is little to
distinguish them from the more common forms.

What information can you share? The cultivar
name, and the time and place of bloom are
essential. A postal code will work, but identifying
your micro-climate (urban, suburban, or rural) helps
as well. The reports can be sent to Sandy Ives
(iris2003@rogers.com) throughout the year, but
long experience shows that the immediacy of a line
of e-mail in July is more effective than a page of
summary in November.
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On The Road Again!

Tara Perennial Farm, Tara, ON

We were ‘off’ again...another day, another road trip!

This time we were headed to Tara Perennial Farm
for their annual iris rhizome sale. The town of Tara
is 25 km southwest of Owen Sound. The farm itself
is located between the flashing light south of Tara
and the Grey-Bruce county line.

As the name suggests, this farm sells more than
irises; and despite it being a Tuesday (July 21),
many people were visiting in the hopes of finding a
good deal...and with a slogan like “More Green for
Less Green”, it seemed like the right place to be.
Racks of iris rhizomes in all sizes and colours, at
very reasonable prices, were sitting in boxes along
the driveway. | felt like a kid in a candy store!

Shortly after our arrival, owner Marion Kuhl offered
to take us on a tour of her gardens. As we hiked
through the many rows of irises and perennials,
and listened to Marion speak about her gardens, it
was easy to detect a real passion for what she
does. She had no trouble telling us how different
irises performed in her
zone 5b garden. The
final stop on our tour
was to see a clump of
‘Sugar Blues’ (Zurbrigg
'85)  (pictured left)
which was reblooming.

Marion admits that a
lot of this wouldn't be possible without the help of
her daughter, Lisa, who works full time, looks after
a family and spends her spare time helping in her
mother’s garden. Lisa is also trying her hand at
hybridizing and eagerly showed off her seedling
bed where most of the iris stalks supported huge
seed pods.

For the rest of the afternoon we sat perusing
through various catalogues from Schreiner’s,
Tempo Two, Mid-America plus others. We
commented on the ones we had and pointed out
the ones we’'d like to own. Marion was already
thinking about her fall order and the irises she is
bringing in guarantee to tempt the ardent iris lover.

Then the storm clouds blew in, scattering our
papers and catalogues, signalling it was time for
Terry and me to head for home. We thanked
Marion for her hospitality and the opportunity to
‘talk iris’. As Marion said, ‘You've got the
fever!’...and there’s no doubt about that!

TORIS Membership Benefits

TORIS membership fees are $10 for a single and
$15 for a dual/family one-year membership which
includes the following;

1. A copy of our bi-monthly e-newsletter, ‘The Iris
Standard’.

2. A copy of the American Iris Society (AIS)
Region 16 newsletter, published twice a year;
Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter.

3. An opportunity to participate in the TORIS
Annual Iris Show in June held at the TBG.

4. An opportunity to participate in the TORIS
Annual Auction and Sale in August held at the
TBG.

5. Free admission to any garden show we attend if
you volunteer at our booth. In the past we have
attended shows such as ‘Get the Jump on
Spring’ at the TBG, the ‘Scugog Spring Garden
Show' in Port Perry and ‘For the Love of
Gardening’ held in Peterborough.

6. As TORIS is an affiliate of the AlS, membership
with TORIS provides you with liability coverage
should you participate in any of our events.
This includes everything from our June iris
show to our Open Gardens

7. Somewhere to go with your iris questions,
member surveys, contests and more.

Your 2009/2010 TORIS Board Members
www.torontoirissociety.com

Terry Laurin, President
tlaurin@torontoirissociety.com

Lyn Hickey, Vice Present and Treasurer
Ihickey@torontoirissociety.com

Kate Brewitt, Secretary and Membership
kbrewitt@torontoirissociety.com

David Jewell, Webmaster
djiewell@torontoirissociety.com

The Iris Standard is published six (6) times a year;
Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June, July/Aug, Sept/Oct,
Nov/Dec. Materials submitted must be received by the
10" of the month prior to publication. Submissions may
be edited for style and clarity. All rights reserved.
Reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited without
written permission.

Editor: Kate Brewitt, kbrewitt@torontoirissociety.com




